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WASHINGTON -- The House today passed a bill (H.R. 6593) to protect the
nation's multi-billion dollar swine industry against the possibility of a
costly invasion of African Swine Fever, Chairman Thomas Foley, D-Wash., of
the House Agriculture Committee reported.
The bill was passed by a voice vote and sent to the Senate. The House
also passed a second bill (S. 2043), authorizing expanded research on the
control of cancer in livestock and poultry. The animal cancer bill, which
also passed by voice vote, is similar to a bill which was adopted earlier by
the Senate.
Foley and Rep. Kika de la Garza, D-Tex., Chairman of the Subcommittee
on Department Investigations, Oversight and Research, said the hog protec-
tion bill -- which was cosponsored by Reps. Paul Findley, R-Ill., and Edward
Madigan, R-Ill. -- would require that all garbage fed to hogs must be cooked
or otherwise treated to kill disease organisms.
African Swine Fever, which does not affect humans but can be deadly to
hogs, can be transmitted in uncooked garbage. While only a small proportion
of the nation's hogs are fed garbage, any introduction of the Swine Fever
virus could be a danger, Findley noted.
"We need this bill because Swine Fever has already appeared in the
Caribbean, and that raises the possibility it could reach the U.S.," Findley
said. "By protecting the hog industry, this legislation would also protect
consumers since it would be insurance against the possibility that a Swine
Fever outbreak might reduce pork supplies," he added.
The bill would set up basic Federal standards for treatment of garbage
fed to swine to assure that it could not transmit disease virus. Primary
enforcement authority would be left to states in cases where they have pro-
grams which meet the proposed standards. Federal enforcement would be used
only where adequate state programs are not in force.
De la Garza and Rep. William C. Wampler, R-Va., Ranking Minority Member
of the Agriculture Committee, said the animal cancer research bill would
meet an urgent need for efforts to reduce livestock losses to malignant
diseases.
"The basic studies authorized undet this bill could, in addition to
benefits in the form of reduced livestock losses, also give scientists new
insights into other forms of cancer which attack humans," de la Garza noted.
Wampler added that the legislation has been drafted to make the new author-
ity a supplement to existing studies and not a duplication of current
research efforts.
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